Health
Our medical staff is trained to focus on the health and wellbeing of all our campers. Our staff
live at camp and are available at all times to respond to any identified medical or emotional
issues, providing excellent care and communicating promptly with parents and guardians as
necessary.
Upon their return home, we suggest you check in with your child and, if there are any
changes in, or concerns about, their health, you contact your personal medical professionals
and also communicate with us. We look forward to continuing the caring partnership we
value as caretakers of your children.
Medical Forms
To comply with the requirements of the California Department of Health, and for the health and
safety of your child, fellow campers, and staff, we must receive your child’s medical forms by
April 1, 2019. Your child will not be assigned to a bunk until we receive your child’s
completed forms, and no camper with incomplete forms will be allowed to board the
airport or camp shuttle. Parents/guardians should log in to CampMinder to complete the
online health history form and download and print the physician’s form. Your child must have
had a physical exam conducted by a physician on or after June 1, 2018.
Immunizations and Medical Equipment:
All children attending Camp Ramah in Northern California must have received the full
complement of routine vaccinations. The routine vaccination of all campers is an important
public health matter in the confined environment of a sleep away summer camp. No waivers
of required immunizations, except for documented medical reasons, will be granted. No
philosophical waivers will be granted. Camp Ramah in Northern California’s full vaccination
policy is available on request.
Your child must have been vaccinated for tetanus on or after September 1, 2010.
If your child uses a nebulizer, be sure to send it to camp, marked with your child’s name. If your
child wears glasses, please send the prescription and an extra pair of glasses to camp. Please
write your child’s name on their glasses case.
If your child wears contact lenses, please send the prescription and enough lenses for his or
her stay in camp. Please write your child’s name on their lens packages
To discuss a specific medical concern, please contact the medical team at
nurse@ramahnorcal.org or the Director of Camper Care at campercare@ramahnorcal.org
or (415) 688-4572 x0.
Medical Insurance
Our camp medical insurance policy is as follows:
You are responsible for all medical expenses, including prescription drugs that are not
covered by your health insurance. We will give your insurance information to health care

providers to enable them to submit claims on your behalf. You agree to reimburse Camp
Ramah in Northern California for co-payments or other expenses that
Camp pays to providers or pharmacies on your behalf.
Parents must have primary health insurance coverage for their camper. No child will be
accepted into camp without it. If there is a situation where parents find themselves without
coverage, please contact our Director, Sarah Shulman, immediately.
Camper Health at Camp
Health Center (Mirpa’ah)
Our health center is staffed by a medical professional, typically a Registered Nurse, who is
qualified to make appropriate decisions concerning your child's health. We always have a
physician on-call as well.
The health center is stocked with a variety of over-the-counter drugs and specialized
equipment. Please note that California state law requires that all medications, except inhalers,
creams, and eye drops, be kept in a locked cabinet at the health center. No over-the-counter
medications of any kind may be kept in the bunks. Parents are responsible for paying for
prescriptions that are prescribed by the camp doctor and filled locally for your child while at
camp.
If your child writes that they have been to the Health Center (Mirpa’ah or sometimes “marp”) ,
please remember that the news is several days old. Camp policy is to notify parents when:
• There is an emergency that requires your child to be taken to the hospital or an
outside medical provider.
• A child is in the Health Center overnight. Parents will be called the following
morning.
• A child needs to be taken for x-rays or lab tests. The health center will also call
with the results.
• A child needs to begin antibiotics or another prescription medication.
If you should have any questions about the medical care your child is receiving, please feel
free to request a conference call with our medical staff and/or our Medical Director. Please
notify camp immediately of any medical condition that develops before the summer.
Medications
2019 medication information will be posted soon. If you have any questions, please
contact our office at info@ramahnorcal.org.
Medication “Vacation”
We understand that some parents wish to give their child a “vacation” from their regular school-year dose of medication over the summer. Often, this is because camp is assumed to be a less
structured, stress-- free environment. While camp is definitely a time for relaxed fun, there are
many different situations with which one must deal: new social situations, changes in routines,

and different levels of structure depending on the day. For these reasons, we strongly
recommend that you discuss the above factors with your physician before taking your child off
medication. If your child's medication during the summer is in any way different from during the
school year, please contact Nate Bankirer at nate@ramahnorcal.org or (415) 688-4572 x3 to
discuss this and help make this summer successful for your child.

Lice
Head lice are small, parasitic insects that only live in human hair and feed on human blood.
We are sensitive to the fact that these infestations are not caused by poor hygiene and we
maintain the strictest confidentiality when it comes to campers who require treatment. Please
remember that lice can be highly contagious when personal items such as hats, kippot, hair
ties, and bedding are shared.
We recommend that you have your camper checked at home or by a professional prior to
departing for camp. Camp Ramah in Northern California will check all campers and staff for
head lice upon arrival at camp, and if lice are found they will need to be treated before your child
can participate in camp. If you indicate on your medical form that your child should be treated at
camp (which we highly recommend), then your child will receive the lice treatment immediately
and you will be billed $150 for this treatment. A camp staff member will call to alert you of the
treatment. If you do not indicate that you would like to receive the treatment at camp, a staff
member will call to discuss treatment options and the expense of such options with you. In the
majority of cases the preferred option to is keep your child at camp and have our professionals
treat the lice so your child can continue seamlessly with the camp program.
If a child has diagnosed lice prior to coming to camp then they need to arrive with a doctor's
note stating when the child was treated. This child may have nits present when we examine
him/her and we need to know to not repeat the treatment.
The best way to avoid this difficult situation is to check your child in the days leading up to camp
and MAKE SURE THAT YOUR CAMPER DOES NOT HAVE LIVE LICE OR EGGS.
Dental and Orthodontic Work
Prior to the start of camp, it is important that you attend to your child's dental needs. If
your child must have dental or orthodontic treatment while at camp, you will be billed
directly. Camp is not responsible for lost or damaged retainers. Please label all retainer
containers. If your child wears orthodontia/braces, please do not make any significant
adjustments immediately before the camp.

